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THE NEW 
MSA 
AIR-MASK 


... available with AIR or OX YGEN 

















Improved design, and the selective use of materials to fully 
meet service conditions put the new M.S.A. Air-Mask in a 
class by itself. 

This unit, designed to bring maximum protection and 
comfort to users in unbreathable atmospheres, supplies air 
or oxygen in exact accordance with breathing needs. During 
exhalation, the flow ceases—an economy measure that greatly 
lengthens service life. 


Here are a few of the construction details— 
. a small attractive demand regulator. 
. large, easy-operating, all metal handwheels—longer wear. 


...large, well-defined figures on pressure gauge for easy 
reading. 


...the high pressure hose is made of wire-inserted neoprene 
for increased wear. 


















...the redesigned cylinder valve connects directly to the 
cylinder and the improved working parts of the valve 
provide greater serviceability and less maintenance. 


...the compact cylinder frame fits close to the body. 


...the nylon harness is easily adjusted and provides maxi- 
mum strength. It is highly chemical and water-resistant. 


...the new color scheme is an attractive dark green and 
yellow. This striking appearance makes it easier to spot 
men in working areas. 


Write today for complete details on this new M.S.A. Air- 
Mask .. . you'll be taking a step forward in bringing greater 
efficiency, safety to your fire-fighting operations. 





MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


201 North Braddock Avenue, Pittsburgh 8, Pa. 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS At Your Service: 76 Branch Offices in the United States 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES CO. OF CANADA, LTD. 
Toronto, Montreal, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Vancouver, Sydney, N.S. 
ae Representatives in Principal Cities in Mexico, Central and South America 
problem . . . his job is to help you Cable Address: "MINSAF” Pittsburgh 





Call the M.S.A. man on your every safety 





/imerican FIRE ENGINES OFFER YOU 





JUST LOOK at this superbly engineered, top quality pumper 
delivered to the Pepper Pike Fire Department. No other 
apparatus builder offers a standard 750 G.P.M. triple com- 
bination pumping unit with so much standard equipment . . . 
so much advanced engineering... so many useful refinements. 


COMPARE these proud features with any other make... 
and you’ll want American Fire Apparatus too! 


All These Features Are Standard Equipment! 


“P— Barton-Duplex Multi-stage Centrifugal... the only two-stage pump 
with independent pumping units. (Also available in three and four stages.) 
Vacuum gear shift, vacuum clutch operation. All piping oversize... cuts 
friction loss to a minimum. 


FROLS— All controls and gauges are complete in one panel on left 
side. Three 242”discharge outlets with easy-operating ball-type valves in side 
of body... locking type handles. 


— Two fire-killing Barton Super-Fog Guns, carried in chrome-plated 
brackets. Two booster reels with chrome-plated rollers and spools ...300 
feet of 1” booster hose standard equipment... special American electric re- 
winds. Quick-release suction hose carrier clamps, chrome-plated ...new im- 
Proved suction strainer. 


FIRE APPARATUS CO. 


0 








BODY — Streamlined body joined with cab... full length, stream- 
lined brass body rails and rear crossbar, all chrome-plated . . . heavy 


treadplate running board and rear step... streamlined rear fenders 
... Slatted, natural-finished native oak hose-bed floor. 


TANK— Capacity 300 gallons, with 3/4” bottom, 10 gauge sides, with 
lapped, welded corners. . . frost-proof tank outlet valve ... tank float 
level gauge shows amount of water at all times. Patented rear filler 
doubles as relief valve — always protects tank when being filled with 
the pump. 


EQUIPMENT— Full complement of fire department ground ladders 
on right side... plus all extinguishers, tools, brass fittings, etc... 
complying with National Board of Fire Underwriters’ requirements. 


++ + PLUS— Single, undivided responsibility for pump and engine that 
assures complete satisfaction. 


COMPARE these big 
features with any other 
make... then contact 
your American Fire Ap- 
paratus representative! 
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More New Darley Champions! 


CITY OF MANILLA, P. I. (3 trucks) CITY OF FORT MYERS, FLA. (their 4th Champion) 


Chevrolet 











750 Gal. Rating Plus High Pressure Fog You Can Pump from 600 Gal. Tank for 45 Minutes 


VILLAGE OF TAYLOR SPRINGS, ILL. SOUTH DIXIE VOL. FIRE DEPT., VALLEY STATION, KY. 
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500 Gallon Pumper for Community Service With Front Pump You Can Carry More Water 


GEISTOWN VOL. FIRE CO., GEISTOWN, PA LEYDEN FIRE PROT. DIST., MELROSE PARK, ILL. 
Diamond T : 








500 Gallon Pumper for City and Rural Service 750 Gallon Pumper with 800 Gallon Tank 








GLENBARD FIRE PROT. DIST., LOMBARD, ILL. THIBODAUX F. D., THIBODAUX, LA. (their 4th 
at - Champion ) 





750 Gallon Pumper with 6 Man Cab 500 GPM Pumper with 50 Foot Power Aerial 


LET THE PROVED SATISFACTION OF THESE NEW OWNERS 
HELP YOU SELECT A CHAMPION 


Write for Fire Equipment Catalog and New 1954 Fire Apparatus Booklet 


AT YOUR SERVICE: Sales and Service Representatives — East, Midwest, North, South 


W. S. DARLEY & CO., Chicago 12 


Factories — Chicago and Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
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FEATURES 


e VOLUME Tremendous gallonage and projection. 
© VERSATILE Use on ladder pipes, deluge guns, deck 
60° Fog 30° Fog Straight Stream — and monitors. 


G.P.M. Reach | G.P.M. Reach | G.P.M. Reach » EASE OF OPERATION Solid fog cone and all degrees 
of fog, straight stream or shut-off are instantly avail- 


able. Akron design insures bind-free operation at 
a7 Of. all pressures. 
DURABLE Large rubber bumpers and Akron Brass 
soa ae 1069 75. | 957 150ft. provide years and years of trouble-free service. 
®» ROCKERLUG Easy, positive attachment to any 


22" thread. 


AKTON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC., WOOSTER, OHIO 
500 G.P.M. and 1,000 G.P.M. sizes 


Ask Your Distributor or Send Coupon TODAY For Full Information! 


To AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC. 

WOOSTER, OHIO 
Yes! Without obligation, please send complete 
information on the following: 


Fog-Hog —__._ Akr-O-Jet 


NAME 


Deane 


Printed in U.S.A. 








Double Shut-Off! 
Easy to Turn Under Pressure! | 


AKR-O-JET 


FOG NOZZLE 





FEATURES 


DOUBLE SHUT-OFF Opens from shut-off directly into 
fog or straight stream. Reduce water damage by 
opening nozzle directly to fog. 


EASE OF OPERATION All degrees of fog, straight 


| 60° Fos | | 60° Fos | | 30° Fog | | 30° Fog | stream, or shut-off are instantly available. Akr-O-Jet 
Design makes adjustment easy at all pressures. 
re | rl a ra ar | 
SOLID FOG CONE Teeth chew water into solid 


fog cone. 


_ —- se en aon oF S&S Ge GB Ge Ge 4A 


DURABLE Tough, rugged construction provides years 
of trouble-free service. 


POSITIVE GRIP Rib-grip for sure-grip. ; 
SMALL STREAM For washdown. i 
3/4” —1", 1-3/2” and 2-1/2” sizes t 














FOR FULL INFORMATION SEND 
COUPON ON PRECEDING PAGE. 


RUM TTI CRSP UKTI {MRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC 


Wooster, Ohio 
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It’s getting so that the “smoke 

Use Your vater” hardly deceives anybody. 

Breath, Man Evidence of this showed in the cyni- 

cal comment of a citizen who re- 

cently watched members of a city 

fire department attack a small, but smoky fire in a 

mercantile establishment. A number of the fire fighters 

had entered the building without their gas masks, only 

to return to their apparatus, choking from smoke in- 

halation. The citizen’s comment went something like 

this: “‘Lookit them! They got masks on the truck and 
they don’t use them! Whatta bunch of actors!” 

The implication in his remark was that the fire fight- 
ers not only were violating a fundamental rule of self- 
protection, but that the smoky conditions were not as 
had as the “acting” indicated. “Other watchers in the 
crowd embellished the comment. 

To avoid such public reaction in the future the fire 
department has two courses of action. Either all masks 
should be stored where the public cannot see them and 






be reminded of the money which was spent to purchase 
them; or else all fire fighters should have the masks 
ready for quick use (such as in Miami, Florida, and 
Washington, D. C., where gas masks and containers are 
sewed to the bunker coats), and wear them whenever 
they enter a building involved by fire. 

Regardless of the limitations resulting from working 
in a mask, in most cases, wearing a mask provides air 
for breathing which is more comfortable than a stifling 
inhalation of smoke and gases. With proper breathing 
equipment today’s fire fighters can secure reliable pro- 
tection. At times visibility may be impaired, but at 
least the wearer can keep his eyes open. (Even the 
toughest smoke eater has to squint and blink when irri- 
tating smoke causes his eyes to smart and water.) 

The discipline of mask wearing can only be effective 
if junior and senior officers, both in training and fire 
combat, set the pace for their men by being the first to 
don masks. From a public relations point of view, mask 
wearing not only makes fire fighting easier and more 
reliable, but it makes the job look more professional. 
As evident in the remark quoted at the beginning of this 
article, the public may have little sympathy or respect 
for fire fighters who have good breathing equipment 
and don’t use it. 





Franklin H. Wentworth 


1866 — 1954 


Franklin Wentworth, retired Managing Director of 
the National Fire Protection Association, died on Octo- 
ber 4, 1954, in New York. In August Mr. Wentworth 
planned to visit his daughter in Egypt and to stop off in 
Boston on his way back to his home in Redondo Beach, 
California. He was taken ill in Barcelona enroute and 
was flown to New York. He leaves Mrs. Wentworth, a 
daughter and four sons. 

Mr. Wentworth was born in Chicago and attended 
the public schools there. He was an electrical inspector 
for the Western (Insurance) Union and was associated 
with William Merrill at the time of the founding of Un- 
derwriters’ Laboratories. Mr. Merrill persuaded Mr. 
Wentworth to become the first paid secretary of NFPA 
and editor of the Quarterly in 1909. Mr. Wentworth 
came to Boston and set up the first permanent head- 
quarters of NFPA at 87 Milk Street. For many years 
he also represented the Underwriters’ Laboratories in 
New England. From 1909 until his retirement as Man- 
aging Director of NFPA in 1939, Mr. Wentworth de- 
voted his life to the building of our Association. Upon 
retirement he moved to California. His last appearance 
before an NFPA gathering was at the NFPA regional 
conference in Los Angeles in 1951. 

Many of our members will remember Mr. Wentworth 
best for his remarkably effective writing and speaking 
ability and for his crusading zeal for the cause of fire 
protection and prevention. His many contributions to 
the Association will long be remembered. 
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Nation's Most Modern Municipal Fire and Police 
Academy Dedicated at Rochester, New York 


HE City of Rochester and Monroe County, New 
York, opened Fire Prevention Week with a 3-day 
program for dedicating the Rochester Fire and Police 
Academy. The Academy facilities, which are the most 
complete and modern enjoyed by any municipality at 
present, occupy six acres of land along the Genesee 
River near the Rochester airport. The site, originally 
the Town of Chili in Monroe County, was recently an- 
nexed to the city. However, the fire training facilities 
at the Academy are available to the 60 volunteer fire 
companies of the County on evenings and weekends, 
when not used by the Rochester Fire Department. 
The development of this million-dollar property was 
a result of the untiring efforts by General Kenneth C. 
Townson, Rochester Commissioner of Safety. The 
large administration building is devoted to repair, paint 
and apparatus test shops. On the second floor are ad- 
ministrative offices for the repair division of the fire 
department and the training officers of the fire and 
police departments. There is also an office for the 
deputy chief in charge of the County Training Program. 
The second floor also contains numerous classrooms 
and demonstration rooms, equipped with the latest 
slides and motion picture equipment. 
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Main shop, office and classroom building at Rochester Fire and Police 

Academy. The well-equipped fire department repair shop occupies the 

first floor. Police pistol ranges are in the basement and the second 
floor contains offices, classrooms, recreation lounge and kitchen. 





Sixty volunteer fire companies from Monroe County fought fires at the 
training ground on Saturday afternoon, October 2. Here volunteers 
advance lines over ladders to fire tower. 
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(Left to right) General K. C. Townson, Rochester Public Safety Com- 
missioner; Chief Walter J. Adams, Deputy Chief Ambrose E. Foos, 
Training Officer for Monroe County; Deputy Commissioner Victor C. 
Roycrott; Fire Commissioner F. X. Cotter, Boston, Mass.; Deputy Chief 
Louis E. Vogt, Division of Apparatus. Several hundred out-of-town fire 
officials have already visited the new academy to study the facilities. 





Rochester fire fighters demonstrate before citizens on Sunday after- 
noon, October 3. Four engine and two ladder companies were di- 
rected by Captain Albert Hoesterey of the Training Division from the 
elevated command post at left. The portable voice amplification sys- 
tem on trailer at base of the stand is available for emergencies. 





A portion of the Rochester Training Ground, photographed prior to 
completion of the grading and the fencing of the training area. This 
shows a 5-story sprinklered drill tower, in which fires may be conducted, 
and the 2'-story fire building for structural fire fighting. The sloping 
roof permits practice with roofing ladders. The small one-story building 
is used as a smoke house and for practice with distributor nozzles. 





Some twenty of the volunteer company pumpers on the enclosed train- 
ing ground which is floodlighted for night use. 


A portion of the well-lighted shop area in the new Fire Academy build- 
ing. Paint shop and store room are at the left. The pump test room and 
shop foreman’s office are at the right. The power hoist shown at the 
rear door is capable of lifting an entire 100-ft. aerial ladder truck. 





Lighted instrument board which shows pump suction, discharge, and 
nozzle pressures, engine rpm, water temperature and barometric 
pressure. 


\t the rear of the administration building is a large 
parking area in back of which is a huge training ground 
extending about 300 yards along the Genesee River. 
The training facilities include complete installations 
provided by the Rochester Gas and Electrie Corpora- 
tion, such as overhead wires, transformers, gas regu- 
lators and even utility manholes in which fires can be 
condueted. There is also a training tower equipped 
Willi standpipe and sprinklers and a 2%-story house in 
Which fires can be conducted. 

‘The other end of the training grounds includes a large 
variety of pits and pools for fighting flammable liquid 
fire. together with a tank car of 8500-gallon capacity. 
In addition there are three large fuel oil tanks with 
pun.ps for distributing the liquid to various fire areas. 

The 3-day dedication ceremony included a luncheon 
mec‘ ing in the Chamber of Commerce for visiting fire 





Pumpers of volunteer companies taking suction from Genesee River ad- 
jacent to the training area form a “wall of water” with 33 streams. 





Typical classroom in the Police and Fire Academy Building. The front 
partitions make it possible to divide the room into two smaller units. 





Pump test room with large enclosed cistern. Large deluge nozzle, used 
in measuring flow, returns water through wall opening. Calibrated 
nozzle tips are connected to instrument board shown at left of page. 
The hydrant with a pressure of 35 pounds is used for practice pumping. 


officials and other invited guests. NFPA Past President 
Allen L. Cobb, Safety Supervisor of the Eastman 
Kodak Co., Rochester, N. Y., gave a very fine historical 
review of the development of the fire service. This was 
followed by a demonstration at the training area. 

The evening program of the dedication included a 
parade of all the county fire departments, accompanied 
by numerous bands and women’s drill teams which 
gave a competitive drill in front of the Academy. 

On Saturday afternoon the county volunteers carried 
out many evolutions, fighting numerous fires involving 
both structures and flammable liquids. These evolu- 
tions simulated atomic defense problems and the vol- 
unteers, responding in five battalion columns, were as- 
signed to various tasks. This was followed by a fire- 
men’s tournament drill. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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“College Level” Fire Administration Training 


From an address at the 1954 Conference of the Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain Association of Fire Chiefs, by Chief C. L. Bolz, 
Coordinator Instructor of the Fire Administration Training Program at the University of Southern California. 


ODAY, a great deal of emphasis is placed on fire 

service education and excellent opportunities for 
“outservice”’ training are available for firemen. The 
program conducted by the Contra Costa Junior Col- 
lege, sponsored by the fire service, is an example of this 
training. (See September, 1951, Firemen — Ed.) 
This is an “inservice” program with an award of Asso- 
ciate of Arts Degree in Fire Training. In the selection 
of such programs or courses of study, the individual 
should explore all fields and then make his choice ac- 
cording to his objectives. 

Although ‘‘college level’”’ training in fire administra- 
tion benefits firemen and fire officers, we must neces- 
sarily include — and perhaps emphasize — the benefits 
to the chief, to the fire department and to the entire fire 
service. The results of this type of program are already 
clearly evident but the full impact will be realized in the 
future. It cannot help but lead to improved adminis- 
trative procedures in all supervisory positions, from 
captain to chief engineer, and higher standards of per- 
formance in all officer ranks. 

In order to evaluate the benefits of such training, the 
exact purpose, the scope and some of the primary ob- 
jectives must be clearly defined. For example, the Pub- 
lic Administration Course conducted by the University 
of Southern California is designed to provide training 
for inservice firemen, beyond that available through 
loca!, state and federal agencies. Its purpose is to in- 
struct firemen in administrative techniques which will 
provide specially trained personnel for more efficient 
operation of our fire departments in order that they may 
deal more effectively with other agencies of government, 
business, industry and the public. Other requisites for 
this course are that the training is to be on the “college 
level” of education and meet the scholastic standards 
set by the University for other professional courses. 

Frankly, the majority of the men take the course to 
prepare themselves for promotion. This is, of course, a 
healthy situation. 

However, that was not the primary purpose for which 
the program was designed, and the University has been 
very careful to make no claims that the course provides 
specific help for examinations. Obviously this would be 
impossible as only the Civil Service Examiners or the 
Personnel Bureaus know what specific line any given 
examination may take. The course has given the stu- 
dents better understanding of the procedures and 
principles involved in various types of examinations, 
and greater appreciation of the problems confronting 
the examiners. I feel that examiners are making sincere 
and intelligent efforts to get the best qualified persons 
on a strictly competitive and merit basis. However, 
there is still some need for fire service and personnel 
agencies to coordinate procedures and policies, particu- 
larly in regard to content or subject matter. 

One of the benefits of a college level type of program 
is that it presents a large variety of subjects, both re- 
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lated and required. The fireman student can plan his 
education and choose subjects which will best fit his 
own needs. He has, in addition, services of the best 
available instructors, the regular University faculty and 
the specialists. 

Facilities for study and research are also available as 
part of the program. The fire library is well on its way 
to becoming the best of its kind in the nation. This is 
open not only to students, but to fire chiefs, to other 
members of the fire service, and to industry. The re- 
search facilities are available through cooperation of the 
staff and the student body. 

A distinct advantage of this program is that it readily 
lends itself to integration with the local departmental 
inservice training program. One competent authority 
states: “The training program must be integrated with 
other services that contribute to the full development 
of all company personnel whether those services are 
given within the company or by external agencies.” 

Perhaps the outstanding application of this principle 
is evident in the law enforcement agencies. Police de- 
partments have benefited tremendously through out- 
service training at the FBI school at Northwestern Uni- 
versity, as well as the law enforcement educational pro- 
gram at the University of Southern California. We, at 
USC, feel that we have a comparable program for the 
fire service, which can lead to Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Public Administration, with specialization in 
Fire Administration. 

Let’s consider the “related courses’’ — subjects which 
in the past were considered ‘‘nice to know” but not 
particularly essential for a fireman’s job. Some of these 
are “Public Relations,” “Human Relations in Manage- 
ment,” “Principles of Public Organization and Manage- 
ment,” and “Supervisory Training.” 

Every man in the fire department, from recruit to fire 
chief, should be taught his part and place in public re- 
lations. The ladderman or engineman has just as much 
responsibility to create and maintain good public opin- 
ion as_has the chief. 

One of the prime essentials of good service on any 
level is loyalty. A fire chief must first of all be loyal to 
his personnel. He must also be loyal to his own superi- 
ors, to his city and to his job. These are obligations he 
accepts with the position. On the other hand his men 
owe the same consideration and loyalty to him and to 
their city. 

Every person who meets the public should be trained 
in public relations and public speaking. Every person 
who supervises others should be indoctrinated in super- 
visory training principles and human relations. 


HE acceptance of the training program by the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, the granting of a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Public Administration, 
the scholastic requirements for the degree and certifi- 
vate, and the selection of the instructors, all prove that 


fire department administration is worthy of college level 
study. 

In our program all courses and instructors must be 
jointly approved by the Fire Committee and the Uni- 
versity and all instructors are approved and appointed 
by the President of the University. 

Bear in mind that fire officers and firemen of today 
are the administrators of the future. If there has been 
a weak point in our past training programs, it has per- 
haps been a failure to properly prepare subordinates for 
high level administrative positions. Most of us learned 
the “hard way,” by the trial and error method. 

When Public Administration was first planned one 
important consideration was that it should be a program 
designed for the fire service by the fire service to meet a 
specific need. This was made a responsibility of the Fire 
Committee. Second, it had to meet the scholastic stand- 
ards of the University in all respects. This was the re- 
sponsibility of the faculty. Frequent joint meetings of 
both groups now assure the accomplishment of both 
of these objectives. 

Both groups agreed that, for best results, experienced 
and qualified fire officers would organize and instruct in 
those subjects which deal directly with the vocation. 
However, the so-called related courses, such as Human 
Behavior in Management; Public Relations; Principles 
of Management; Mathematics and English can best be 
taught by members of the faculty. We feel that with 
this combination of instructors the program meets the 
practical and academic requirements for attaining its 
objectives. 

Through the co-operation of Chief John Alderson of 
the Los Angeles Fire Department, a number of his high 
ranking officers and specialists are actively and regu- 
larly instructing in the program. Chief William Taylor 
of Burbank has also made available a specialist from his 
department. Both these chiefs are members of the Fire 
Committee with Chief Taylor serving as chairman. In 
the future we expect to use other specialists from fire de- 
partments and other related agencies, such as officials 
from Building and Water Departments. 

Instructors from the University must be given equal 
credit. They have been carefully selected, and have 
without exception, studied fire service conditions so 
that they may give appropriate instruction in their 
specialized subjects. 

For this we may thank Dr. John D. Gerletti, Asso- 
ciate Professor of Public Administration. Dr. Gerletti 
Was appointed by the University to coordinate the pro- 
gram between the fire service and the school. Now on 
leave of absence, he is serving as general manager of the 
International Fire Chief’s Association. 

It is not to be implied that a college course in fire 
administration is the complete and final answer. It is, 
however, an important tool to be used along with ex- 
perience, ability, good judgment and common sense. 

Nothing can take the place of a good departmental 
inservice training, educational and drill program, cov- 
ering the vocational ‘“‘on the job” activities, and includ- 
ing application of the training in actual experience “in 
the field.” 

As stated before, the University’s program is designed 
to go beyond this. Not all the 600 plus firemen and 
officers thus far enrolled are striving for the B.A. degree 


or even the certificate. Many are there for certain spe- 
cialized subjects. A fire captain, for example, may 
choose a course in “Company Administration” which 
will give him a better perspective of all levels of ad- 
ministration. 

The program also provides a means of evaluating the 
types of inservice training necessary for a modern fire 
department. It shows which subjects may be taught on 
local programs and those which may be integrated in 
the college training. It provides the only substitute for 
practical individual experience, that is first hand ac- 
quaintance with the practical experience of active fire offi- 
cers, each a recognized authority in his specialized field. 

Much has been said on the “professionalization” of 
the fire service. The difference in standards of perform- 
ance between individual fire departments makes it al- 
most impossible to categorically place all firemen or all 
fire departments on a given professional level. There 
can be no doubt, however, that Fire Administration on 
the higher level is very technical, specialized and highly 
professionalized. 

The grading schedule of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters establishes certain standards of admin- 
istrative performance which indicate to a degree the 
extent of “professionalization” of the individual fire de- 
partment. The National Fire Protection Association 
develops standards for practically every phase of fire 
protection which certainly aid fire departments toward 
higher levels of efficiency. The NBFU grading schedule 
does not always reflect the degree of high performance 
in administration, particularly where no penalties have 
been assessed against minimum requirements. 

A basic element of good individual performance is job 
appreciation. A good fireman must have pride in his 
job, pride in his department and pride in himself. To- 
day for the most part, firemen are generally respected in 
their community. We have accomplished much in the 
past decade, but there is still room for improvement. 

A recent development in the program will also benefit 
the fire service. The “Advanced Fire Administration” 
course is a required course for students majoring in 
Municipal Administration. Think what this means. A 
city manager who has been indoctrinated in fire ad- 
ministration has a much clearer idea when he takes 
office, not only of the fire department but of the overall 
problems, and an appreciation of the need for the co- 
ordination of all local and other agencies in “organiza- 
tion for fire defense.” 

We have thus far had six of these future city managers 
and all have expressed themselves as completely sur- 
prised with the extent of the field of fire administration. 
Also, the firemen in classes have opportunity to get the 
viewpoint of these men, and have a better appreciation 
of their problems. 

Much of the value of the courses to the individual lies 
in the type of assignments for out-of-class work. These 
generally include practical application of the theories 
learned in class. They require considerable research 
and as they generally apply to his own local jurisdiction, 
the student learns a great deal of his own department 
and city. 

Perhaps I am a bit prejudiced, but I sincerely believe 
this is one of the greatest steps forward ever taken by 
the fire service. 


FIREMEN for November 1954 9 








San Diego — A Progressive Department in 
a Fast Growing City 


By Warren Y. Kimball 


AN DIEGO, one of the fastest growing cities on the 
Pacific Coast, is California’s third largest city with 
a population of over 435,000. It embraces a territory of 
over 120 square miles extending for nearly 22 miles along 
the coast and nearly 14 miles inland. At the present 
rate of annexation there is conjecture that this beautiful 
port city, well known as a home port for the U.S. Navy, 
may, in a few years, extend southward another dozen 
miles to the Mexican border at Tijuana. 

The rapid growth of the city has resulted in consider- 
able expansion of the fire department under Chief 
George Courser (member NFPA). Two engine com- 
panies have been added in the past year, (the latest, 
No. 26, in August 1954). Several more new stations are 
being planned by Chief Courser. 

Four of the 25 engine companies are equipped with 
1000 gpm pumper-ladder trucks to provide ladder serv- 
ice to supplement the two aerial ladder companies. The 
fire boat company is designated as Engine 16. The 65- 
ft. wooden hulled fireboat, built by members of the de- 
partment in 1919, was completely overhauled by the 
fire department repair shop personnel after being re- 
turned by the U. 8S. Navy following World War II. 
There is also a patrol boat, carrying fire fighting equip- 
ment. 

Assistant Chief Alton C. Penrose is second in com- 
mand of the department and is in direct command of 
the fire fighting division. Chief Penrose reviews reports 
from battalion chiefs and interprets and enforces policies 
and directives established by Chief Courser. 

The fire fighting division is divided into 4 battalions. 
Battalion 1 covers the high value district, which is pro- 
tected by 7 stations. It includes 7 engine, 1 ladder and 
the fireboat companies. Battalion 2 covers a territory a 
dozen miles long between Pacifie Highway and 30th 
Street, but the Battalion headquarters is close enough to 
the high value district to permit this chief to cover for 
Battalion 1 when needed. 

Battalion 3 includes all the waterfront communities 
west of Pacific Highway including Ocean Beach and the 
famed ‘Millionaires’ Colony” at La Jolla. Battalion 4 





ee 


One of the new 1,000 gpm Seagrave pumper ladder trucks in service 
with the San Diego Fire Department. Note the 4-in. “soft suction” con- 
nected to the regular large suction by a Chiksan swivel. There is one of 
these suction connections on each side of the new pumpers, and the con- 
nection is partially enclosed to keep it out of the way of the running 
board. This picture of the pumper ladder truck was taken at a fire 
to which it responded along with 2 Seagrave pumpers. 
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Engine 12 station of the San Diego Fire Department showing landscap- 
ping provided by the city for all of its public buildings. Adjacent to 
this station is a large training area with a concrete cistern, adequate 
for capacity test of 1250 gpm pumpers. 


covers the remainder of the city east of 30th Street. 
There are two spare battalion chiefs who cover for days 
off oceasioned by the 67-hour work week. 

Battalion Chief Laurence Sheehan is department 
secretary. He handles personnel, budgeting, and pur- 
chasing. He also maintains financial, statistical and 
property records, prepares reports, budget estimates, 
vacation and work schedules. A very important part of 
Chief Sheehan’s duty is maintenance of a duty board at 
headquarters. This shows the whereabouts of every 
man and the manning of each company. It is his job 
to try to keep companies adequately manned. 

Engine companies in residential districts carry 4 men, 
quad companies 6 men, and high value engine and lad- 
der companies a minimum of 5 men. Chief Sheehan is 
also available as a fire fighting chief in an emergency. 

Dr. Clarence E. Rees serves as fire department 
surgeon on a part time basis. He not only gives medical 
examinations to applicants and a rigid medical exam for 
men completing 6 months probation, but conducts an 
annual medical exam for all members and other medical 
examinations recommended by Chief Courser. This has 
resulted in correcting many physical deficiencies before 
they became acute. Dr. Rees authorizes sick and injury 
leave for members of the department and reports to all 
multiple alarms and other major emergencies. 

The Fire Prevention Bureau, under Fire Marshal 
Homer C. Lovell, has a staff of 10 members including 
4 officers. The Training School is headed by Battalion 
Chief Gordon E. Browne who not only standardizes 
drills in fire fighting methods and carries on a complete 
training program, but it is his job to conduct promo- 
tional examinations for members of the department. 

San Diego fire fighters are hired under municipal civil 
service procedures and have a right of appeal to the civil 
service board, but their promotions are based upon their 
experience record and examination within the depart- 
ment. 

The fire department also operates the fire and police 
telegraph bureau with 15 employees. At present the 
two departments share the same radio frequency but a 


(Continued on page 15) 


Fires in the News 





Atlantic City, N. J., Sept. 1. (Photo by Mike Blizzard, Atlantic City 
Press.) Dwellings, boathouses and dock buildings became involved in 
this fire which brought general alarm response. Explosions in a fish 
market hindered fire fighting while wind aided flame spread to the 
wood frame structures. Loss was estimated at more than $200,000, 


El Dorado, Ark., 
Oct. 6. (Wide 
World Photo.) Six 
tanks were involved 
by fire which started 
at a pumping station 
of this bulk oil plant. 
One of them col- 
lapsed when its un- 
protected supports 
weakened. Vents op- 
erated on other tanks 
" but 62,000 gallons 
bs re of fuel were de- 
; stroyed, together 
rh with an office build- 
es as ing and a warehouse. 











North River, N. S., Sept. 22. One man died but 100 others were 
saved from fire which destroyed this unsprinklered Colchester County 
Home. Fire started near the smoke pipe of the basement heater and 
flames spread through an air vent to the attic. Effective rescue work 
was accomplished by the Truro and Bible Hill Fire Brigades who re- 
sponded to a telephone alarm. 





Greenville, Tenn., Sept. 24. Volunteers attempt to protect a dwelling 
Qs fire destroys a supermarket, a warehouse and apartment building. 
Despite mutual aid support estimated fire loss was about $300,000, 





Rochester’s Training Center 
(Continued from page 7) 

On Sunday afternoon the Rochester Fire Department 
conducted fifteen evolutions for the public at the train- 
ing area, including the fighting of various type fires. 
Large grandstands on one side of the training area gave 
visitors a point of vantage to see all the activities. 

The fire fighting demonstrations by the Monroe 
County Volunteers were directed by Chief Ambrose E. 
Foos. The Rochester Fire Department Training was 
under the supervision of Battalion Chief John F. Hurley 
of the Training Division assisted by Captains Albert 
E. Hoesterey and Alfred G. Reifsteck and Lt. Ernest R. 
Starr. Inspector Paul R. Hutchinson, Director of the 
Police Training Division, showed the latest police 
training and crime detection methods carried on at the 
Academy. 

The fire training academy has been in practical use 
for several months. Each week-day four engine com- 
panies and a ladder company respond at the training 
school and are given multiple group instruction by 
training division officers, who utilize an elevated plat- 
form and mobile loud speaker unit. This provides a co- 
ordinated, uniform type of training for all companies. 
In the event of a multiple alarm the companies, all of 
which are radio equipped, can be put back in service. 

conmaensninaiiiaiiaimmsantenens 


“The Fireman’s Law Book” 

HE International Association of Fire Chiefs is dis- 

tributing a revised, limited edition of “The Fire- 
man’s Law Book” which was first published in 1952. 
The book was written by Charles W. Bahme, now a 
Battalion Chief in the Los Angeles, California, Fire De- 
partment. Chief Bahme is an attorney-at-law and a 
member of the California bar. 

The revised edition includes additional material such 
as a glossary of legal terms, explanatory material relat- 
ing to the nature of the law, legal processes, and prac- 
tical considerations. Chapters include discussions of 
civil and criminal actions, the judicial system, organiza- 
tion of fire departments, municipal liabilities for acts of 
fire departments, fire prevention bureaus, pensions and 
salaries, liabilities of firemen and pointers on procedure. 

The 84x 11-in. book is paper bound, contains 154 
mimeographed pages and may be obtained for $3 per 
copy from the International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
Hotel Martinique, New York 1, New York. 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
IN YOUR SPARE TIME! 


IT’S EASY! YOUR THE BOSS! 
SEL NATIONALLY ADVERTISED 
NAME BRAND PRODUCTS 


APPLIANCES, HOUSEWARE, 
GIFTWARE, TOYS, WATCHES, 


ADD TO YOUR INCOME 
BY SELLING WITH THE 
AID OF OUR 

big, new, color- 
FREE fully illustrated 
wholesale cata- 


log and confidential price 
list! 


Loaded with. “special mer- 
chandise for all types of fund 
raising campaigns, etc. 


GET YOURS TODAY! 


RADIOS, CLOCKS, LAMPS, etc. 


TO FRIENDS 
NEIGHBORS, CO-WORKERS, etc. 


IN YOUR SPARE TIME! 


For further information write: 


CUTTLER & CO. 


928 Broadway, Dept. H-10 
New York, N. Y. 
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EXISTING DRILL YARD 








Artist's conception of training grounds for volunteer fire fighters at Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire. 
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This town is about 12 miles south of Keene near the 


borderline of Massachusetts, The training site was dedicated October 30 and will be available to fire departments throughout the state. 


Non-Profit Fire Department “Goes Ahead” 


At THE present time, in New 
Hampshire, there is no state 
training center where fire fighters 
may receive instruction and practice 
with equipment and apparatus. The 
Manchester Fire Department does 
have training facilities, but the 
majority of volunteer firemen in the 
State must devise their own training 
programs and depend upon “dry 
runs” in practicing evolutions. 
Realizing the need for adequate 
training facilities, the Meadowood, 
N. H., Fire Department recently 
demonstrated initiative by estab- 
lishing a training center outside of 
the town of Fitzwilliam. The De- 
partment, a non-profit corporation 
organized by citizens of the town, 
protects that community of 1200 
population, together with two muni- 
cipal volunteer fire companies. Fire 
department personnel are now at- 
tempting to raise funds to complete 





the combination drill tower and 
smoke house which will be the main 
training facility. An operations and 
control building has already been 
constructed, pits have been prepared 
for flammable liquid fires and ap- 
proaches to a pond have been cleared 
to permit hydrant and drafting op- 
erations. The training site includes 
several acres and will be made avail- 
able to any fire department in New 
Hampshire. 

Donald Holbrook, President and 
Chief of the Meadowood Fire De- 
partment, donated the land to be 
used by fire fighters in this training. 
Assistant Chief Walter Tommila and 
Secretary Alexander Blaymire are 
also officers in the Department. 

The other two fire companies in 
Fitzwilliam form the municipal vol- 
unteer fire department. They are 
the Village Fire Company and the 
Depot Fire Company and during 


fire fighting operations they op- 
erate with the Meadowood De- 
partment. 

Recently, the three fire organiza- 
tions joined the Southern New 
Hampshire radio telephone network 
on a carrier frequency of 33.78 mega- 
cycles. This radio network also in- 
cludes Manchester, Nashua, Bed- 
ford and Hudson.  Fitzwilliam’s 
base station has an output capacity 
of 30 watts and is operated at the 
Meadowood Fire Station. Since the 
town is 1200 feet above sea level, the 
station’s antenna reaches to an alti- 
tude of approximately 1500 feet. 
While the station does not have 
“round the clock” coverage, when 
an alarm is received a volunteer goes 
on the air and operates the radio 
facilities until recall of men and 
apparatus. 

Call letters for the Fitzwilliam 
station are “KCD-369.” Of the six 





Interior of Meadowood Fire Station showing alarm and dispatching 
facilities. Radio is on table at right. Volunteer base station operators 
man the radio station whenever apparatus is out on an alarm. 


Meadowood’s 4-wheel drive truck which was recently put in service. 
In addition to equipment mentioned above this truck also carries Scott 
Air-Paks, a resuscitator, extinguishers, fog nozzles, and rescue equipment. 
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Meadowood's fire station features a two-bay 
apparatus room (right). Note hose drying 
facilities at right of weathervane in the center 
of the building. 


fire trucks in the town (two trucks 
per company) three are equipped 
with mobile radio units, while 
“handy talkies’? are carried on the 
other trucks. Call letters of all mo- 
bile radio units are prefaced with the 
letter “F.” The first digit of the 
number following indicates the fire 
company, while the second digit in- 
dicates the specific unit. For ex- 
ample, the Fitzwilliam Village Vol- 
unteer Fire Company’s mobile radio 
unit is “F-1,” while its handy talky 
is “F-1A.”) The Depot Fire Com- 
pany in Fitzwilliam has ‘“F-2” for 
call numbers on its mobile set, with 
the handy talky numbered “F-2A.” 
Meadowood’s mobile unit is “F-3” 
and its handy talky “F-3A.” There 
are eight licensed base station op- 
erators in the town, three of whom 
are women. 

Meadowood’s apparatus includes 
a new 115 hp, 6-cylinder, 4-wheel 
drive Willys truck which has a 400 
gpm Barton front mount pump, a 
200-gallon tank and a booster hose 
reel with 200 ft. of hose. The truck 
also carries 600 ft. of 14%-in. hose 
and an 18-ft. aluminum ladder. For 
forest fire fighting it pulls a trailer 
carrying back-pack pumps and other 
equipment. Meadowood also has a 
600 gpm Seagrave pumper. 

Apparatus in the Fitzwilliam fire 
companies include a new Ford truck 
with a 500 gpm front mount pump 
and a 300-gallon tank; a 350 gpm 
pumper; and a 500 gpm pumper. 


82nd Convention of the IAFC 
scheduled for 


Omaha, Nebraska 
September 19-22, 1955 

























































WHY HALE QL PUMPS 
ARE Completely MODERN 


The Hale QL and QL75 Series of multi-service centrifugal fire 
pumps is not just an “improvement” on previous models. The new 
design incorporates the best of older model features proved in pio- 
neering efficient fire pumps for two generations — PLUS new fea- 
tures to exceed the constantly higher standards and to meet the 
changing requirements of the fire service. 





The Design 
These nine features were selected as most important to the success 
of a truly modern fire pump: 

1. It should have a Deep Drop; namely, there should be sufficient 
depth between the mounting pads of the pump and the center 
line of the propeller shaft to fit modern chassis properly. 

2. It should be compact to allow more space for additional equip- 
ment required on modern fire apparatus. 

3. It must be convenient to service. 

4. It must provide flexibility of performance over a wide range of 
operating conditions at reasonable engine speeds. 

5. It should have controls for priming, for pressure-volume transfer 

valve and for relief valve easily operated from the instrument 

panel. 

It should be of advanced efficiency in performance. 

It should be designed for a maximum of hydraulic balance. 

It should have a built-in speed counter for convenience in meas- 

uring engine speeds. 

9, It must, of course, be reliable, rugged and quality-built. 


| ® 
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The Process 

Here is what it took to make the QL Series fulfill the above 
requirements. 

After more than 3 years of design work, pattern preparation, tool- 
ing up and thorough testing step by step, the pumps were put into 
actual production. 

But this was not the final step. 

To make absolutely sure the pumps would perform as expected 
in actual service, a number were installed on apparatus and tested 
far beyond Underwriters’ Class A and Class B requirements. 


The Result 


In every case the pumps passed operational tests and serv- 
ice requirements to the complete satisfaction of the users; 
and, of equal importance, they passed their Underwriters’ 
pumping, priming and relief valve tests with substantial 
reserve. 


The QL and QL75 pumps are outstanding leaders in their capacity 
class. 







@ Write today for Bulletin 334 and other 
up-to-date information on HALE Fire Pumps. 


AL FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
HALE FIRE PUMPS ARE BUILT IN ALL STANDARD CAPACITIES 
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Symbol of 


Quality -Service- Protection 
for the modern firefighter 


The famous Midwestern Manufacturing Company 
trademark is your guide to the finest protective 
clothing that money can buy — garments that are 
specifically designed to help safeguard your men’s 
life on every run — enable them to use their equip- 
ment to the fullest advantage. 


















* Exclusive Safety Features 

* Tailored for Comfort 

* Softer, More Pliable Materials 
* Made of Natural Rubber 


We manufacture both rubber and fabric fire coats. 
In our vast selection of materials you will find the 
type of fabric exactly suited to your climate and 
needs. For complete information on our full line of 
firemen’s protective clothing, see your Midwestern 
dealer. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
literature and material samples for your inspection. 


HONE ClmuIRE wrTHOeT 















Toes TRADE Man 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 


is g®é Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 


3 OWHATAN 


One Quarter Turn Siamese 


Best your money can buy! 


This is but one item in our vast line of pre- 
cision tooled, strongly built, brass fire-fighting 
equipment. Since 1892 our single aim has 
been — improvement of our products — 
and repeat orders from Fire Departments ail 
over the United States have proven the 
value of such a policy. 


eT eS: 


ond IRON WORKS 





RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
SS felis ME he 
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For Airport Fire Fighters 


HE California Division of th: 

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation 
Burbank, California, has prepared « 
limited edition of a booklet for air- 
port fire and emergency crews 
Measuring 81% x 11 inches, the book- 
let contains 8 cardboard pages show- 
ing distinctive features of Lockheed 
Constellation and Super Constella- 
tion Aircraft. Each page has dia- 
grams and explanation of factors 
which fire fighters should consider in 
aircraft rescue or fire fighting. 

A page is devoted to the external 
features of these Lockheed planes 
for recognition purposes; there is a 
description of the powerplant and 
exhaust systems; analysis of escape, 
rescue areas and exits; explanation 
of equipment and flammable fluid 
locations; diagram of combustible 
materials which would contribute to 
fire spread in such aircraft; and dia- 
grams of compartments. 


Membership Report 


The fire department of Camden, 
New Jersey, recently took member- 
ship in the NFPA. This means that 
now there is at least one NFPA Fire 
Department Membership in every 
community in the United States 
with a population of 100,000 or 
more. Total NFPA Fire Depart- 
ment membership includes 2,133 
fire departments and 25,757 men. 


NGPA Welcomes: 


California: Chief Harry Ohnmeiss, 
Knott’s Berry Farm Fire Department, 
Buena Park. 

Colorado: Mount Vernon Country 
Club Fire Department, Golden. 

Illinois: Villard Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association, Lombard; Chief Stanley M. 
Maslanka, Phoenix Fire Department, 
Phoenix. 

Michigan: East Lansing Fire Depart- 
ment, East Lansing; Bedford Twp. Vol- 
unteer Fire Department, Temperance. 

Nebraska: Chief E. F. Wulfekoetter, 
Hebron Volunteer Fire Department, 
Hebron. 

Newfoundland: Deer Lake Fire Bri- 
gade, Deer Lake. 

North Carolina: Chief James A. West, 
Wilmington Fire Department, Wilming- 
ton. 

Ohio: Chief Paul M. Smith, Beach 
City Volunteer Fire Department, Beach 
City. 

Oklahoma: Chief C. T. White, Altus 
Fire Department, Altus. 

Washington: Chief Herbert O. Mah- 
how, Kennewick Fire Department, Ken- 
newick. 

Wisconsin: Sturgeon Bay Fire Depart- 
ment, Sturgeon Bay. 


San Diego Fire Department 
(Continued from page 10) 
bell signal over the air precedes 
trausmission of any alarm of fire. 

The fire department repair shop 
adjacent to Engine 6 is headed by 
Battalion Chief Robert Ely as 
master mechanic. The shops in- 
clude a machine shop equipped for 
apparatus repair, a paint shop and 
foundry. Many specialized tools 
have been designed and machined 
under the direction of Chief Ely. 
Several reports by Chief Ely have 
appeared recently in FrREMEN and 
further details of the San Diego fire 
apparatus maintenance program will 
be reported in a future issue. 

The apparatus of the department 
is almost entirely of Seagrave manu- 
facture. Recent deliveries include 
an 85-ft. aerial ladder and six 1250 
gpm Class A pumpers. Certain en- 
gine companies in the high value 
district carry 3-in. hose instead of 
the usual 2!4-in. size. 

There is also a fire department 
maintenance shop under the direc- 
tion of Captain George Hammond. 
This shop takes care of fire depart- 
ment stations and equipment in- 
volving woodworking and structural 
maintenance. It operates in coop- 
eration with the Division of Public 
Works. Among other things the 
carpentry shop makes the furniture 
needed by the department. Re- 
cently, the shop built a beautiful ex- 
ecutive desk for Chief Courser and is 
now building another for the Mayor. 


ro 


Hydrant Inspection Program 
N CONJUNCTION with its 
dwelling inspection program (see 

FIREMEN for September, 1954, page 
8) the Phoenix, Arizona, Fire De- 
partment, under the direction of 
Chief B. B. Wilkinson, has begun a 
hydrant inspection program. Mem- 
bers of each fire company are re- 
sponsible for the plugs in their first 
due district. 

lire fighters will clear out weeds, 

use wire brush for all threads, lubri- 
cate all connections with graphite 
and oil, flush the plugs and make 
notations where hydrant repair is 
necessary. Major repairs and paint- 
ing of the hydrants will be done by 
the Division of Water Distribution. 
Inspection of each hydrant will be 
condueted twice annually, whereas 
they were formerly serviced on a 
30-nionth basis. 














LEATHER 
ALUMINUM 
PLASTIC 





Winters chill winds are closing doors and 
windows against the sounds of warmer days; 
closed out completely is the sound of the 
fire siren which you planned to supplement 
or replace. 

New houses and extended municipal 
boundaries make your alarm less adequate. 
You need a larger siren or more sirens to 
overcome new obstacles to sound travel, to 
cover new additions, and to penetrate 
insulated homes. 


CAIRNS 






FIRE 
HELMETS 
SINCE 1836 


Write for Catalog 340 


CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. - Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 





REGULATION 
AND 
DROP BRIM 









Thunderbolt 


Now, when fires are more prevalent, is 
the time to supplement your siren with 
additional two horsepower units in poorly 
covered areas. This is the time to replace 
your two horsepower siren with the new 
STL-10, or your 72 hp. with a Thunderbolt. 

Act now! Lives and property lost in the 
winter are a dear price to pay for post- 
ponement. Write us for details on these 
improved sirens. 


FEDERAL SIGN and SIGNAL Corporation 


Formerly: Federal Enterprises; Inc. 


8717 SOUTH STATE STREET. 


@ CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 
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YOU'LL SEE 
a1Sa 3 
WITH US 


“Choice for 
Quality the 
World Over”’ 


All Seams are Electric 
Welded—No Leakage. 





You don't have to look twice to know why INDIANS are first choice of fire 
fighters from Maine to California. 


They do a better job and do it faster than soda acid extinguishers . . . with 
just clear water. Off the truck — on to the back — into action. INDIANS 
cut fire fighting time, reduce water damage, save laying hose. 









New truck delivered to Lafay- 
ette Fire District built by Coast 
Apparatus, Inc. of Concord, 
California. Note INDIAN FIRE 
PUMPS mounted on running 
board. 


“INDIANS Do Wonderful Work” 
“In our fire department we use nothing 
but INDIAN FIRE PUMPS for a portable 
extinguisher. We now have 10 INDIANS 
and intend to order more. They do won- 
derful work for me and | recommend Hy 













them highly for Fire Dept. use.” — 4 SEND 
Irving D. Merrick, Fire Chief | 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. —* FOR 
CATALOG 


COLE MAIN ST. 
UTICA 2,N. Y. 
CANADIAN 


ici 4. Be 
Fieck Brothers, Limited 


D. B. SMITH & C 


PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES 


Hercules Equipment & Fred E Barnett Mill & Mine Supply, Inc 

Rubber Company, inc fate tad 2700 Fourth Avenue Bie stl) tae tis ta 
Brannan Strect 2005 S$ E 8th Ave BT naa! Vancouver, B. C 

ota 7 Cal east ll Ole t- La) Seattie, Washington bore ET 1-1] 


435 


' 
Halprin Supply Co aco ee Se: L WN. Curtis & Sons C. E. Hickey 2 Sons 


600 Spring Street 426 W. Third St South Thea: 
1355 So. Flower St. yicmoth Falls, Oregon Salt Lake City, Utah Hamilton, Canoda 
Los Angeles 15, Calif 
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National Fire Codes 

HE new 6-volume set of the Na- 

tional Fire Codes is now being 
distributed. These books contai: 
the complete 1954 text of 162 sepa 
rate NFPA standards, are 5% x 81, 
inches in size and are bound in dis- 
tinctive red cloth. Each volume is 
priced at $6 per copy and may be ob- 
tained from the NFPA Publications 
Department. 

The full set includes: Volume I 
Flammable Liquids and Gases (36 
standards, 672 pages); Volume II 
Combustible Solids, Dusts, Chem- 
icals and Explosives (33 standards, 
512 pages); Volume III Building 
Construction and Equipment (33 
standards, 640 pages) ; Volume IV 
Extinguishing Equipment (32 
standards, 864 pages); Volume V 
Electrical (National Electrical Code 
plus 6 other NFPA electrical stand- 
ards, 672 pages); Volume VI 
Transportation (21 standards on 
air, marine and highway transporta- 
tion, 424 pages). 

Many fire departments which are 
developing libraries for each of their 
fire stations will find the 6-volume 
set a useful addition for reference, 
since each volume will contain a 
complete grouping of NFPA stand- 
ards which pertain to the subject 
described in the title. 

All of the six volumes will be re- 
vised and published each year. In- 
formation on a special offer, through 
which NFPA members may get the 
entire set at a reduced price, may be 
obtained from the NFPA Publica- 
tions Department, 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts. 


Position Change 

FPA member Clarence’ H. 
Dougal recently accepted a 
position with the Fire Apparatus Di- 
vision of the Mack Motor Truck 
Corporation and will represent the 
company in northern New Jersey. 
Since 1947 he was attached to the 
Fire Insurance Rating Organization 
of New Jersey. Prior to that he 
served as Chief of the Camp Shanks, 
New York, Fire Department, and 

Assistant Chief at Fort Dix, N. J. 
He is Secretary of the New Jersey 
State Fire Chiefs Association, Treas- 
urer of the Eastern Association of 
Fire Chiefs, Secretary of the New 
Jersey State Firemen’s Advisory 
Council and a lifetime member of 
five other fire service organizations. 





Miniature Fire Truck 
HE son and daughter of Deputy 


Chief L. W. Hall (NFPA mem- 
ber) of the Creemore, Ontario, Fire 
Department, can practice fire fight- 
ing evolutions with this triple combi- 
nation pumper. Chief Hall built the 
miniature unit as a hobby. 

The pumper carries 2) gallons of 
water, 40 ft. of 4-in. booster hose, 
75 ft. of 1-in. hose, a 3-ft. ladder, and 
two 3-ft. lengths of %-in. suction 
hose. It is powered by a 4 hp gaso- 
line engine or by pedals and can 
pump approximately 5 gpm at 40 
pounds pressure. Two lights are op- 
erated by a bicycle generator and 
there is also a siren and bell. The 
chassis has dual rear wheels and 
equipme ni includes three nozzles of 
3ig- to Ye-in. size and one Yin. 
fog nozzle. The pumper will operate 
from booster or draft when valves 
are opened. Carrying Chief Hall, 
daughter Anthea, and son Richie, 
the pumper will travel at about 5 
miles per hour. 

lop picture shows a side view of 
the truck. (Note the gage and suc- 
tion hose.) Second picture shows 
the pumper taking suction from a 
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Vaseline 


Sterile Petrolatum Gauze 


especially adapted to 


a wide range of uses 


new 


1’ x 36 


If it’s‘ Vaseline’ Petrolatum Gauze 


il’s sterile at the time of use. 


HESEBROUGH MFG ¢ 
' 2) 





basin which is being supplied by a 
garden hose. 

In the foreground of the bottom 
picture are the hose load and engine 
and pump which power the minia- 
ture (at right). 
14 ton panel truck which Chief Hall 
has equipped to supplement ap- 
paratus of the Creemore Fire Dept. 


Large truck is a 


Sparky's Fire Department 

HOUSANDS of children already 
have enrolled in “Sparky’s Fire 
which was announced 
1954, issue of Frre- 


By request... 


Developed to meet the widespread 
demand for a narrow dressing for 
small area burns and abrasions, for 
finger and hand injuries, for nu- 
merous other first-aid applications. 


sein x] 
es 


Noe Ma om 


ea Coe ee 


Bh ste 
a 
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MEN (pages 14 and 15). Last month 
one thousand of the special member- 
ship kits were flown by private plane 
to children of American employees 
of the American Arabian Oil Com- 
pany in Saudi Arabia. 

Children desiring to become mem- 
bers merely send their name and ad- 
dress and 25 cents to “Sparky’s Fire 
Department, Boston 1, Massachu- 
setts,” then they receive a member- 
ship card, a colorful metal badge and 
a booklet on fire prevention. To be 
fully enrolled each child must have 
his card signed by a fireman. 
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Driver’s “Roadeo” in Oakland, California 


AKLAND, California is another 

city which has recently de- 
veloped a special training and test- 
ing course for drivers of city ve- 
hicles, including fire apparatus. In 
conjunction with this training, Oak- 
land’s Fire Chief, H. J. Burke, has 
instituted a 35 mph speed limit for 
all fire department vehicles. 

Under the direction of Superin- 
tendent of Equipment Harold An- 
derson and Captain Harold L. 
Smith, Supervisor of Engineers and 
Drivers of the Oakland Fire De- 
partment, regular and prospective 
drivers of apparatus must qualify in 
a variety of tests, including a 
“Roadeo” similar to that conducted 
for Boston, Massachusetts, drivers. 
(See FireEMEN for October, 1954. 
Both of these ‘‘Roadeos” are based 
upon course layouts devised by the 
American Trucking Association, Inc., 
with minor variations according to 
fire department training objectives. ) 

In Oakland all testing of the driv- 
ers occurs in the ten events of the 
“Roadeo,” with awards of 100 
points possible in each event, or a 
possible total of 1,000. Drivers who 
attain 850 points, or 85 percent, 
are considered qualified for emer- 
gency driving, while those who fail 
to attain that total are given addi- 
tional driver training. 

First event of the ‘“Roadeo” is a 
written test with questions which 
may be answered as true or false. 
Subject of the test is the California 
State Vehicle Code driving rules and 
safe driving practices as applicable 
to emergency drivers. All other 
testing concerns actual operation 
and handling of vehicles. 

The second event is a stopping 
test in which the driver must move 





After driving 200 ft. the driver must stop his vehicle with the front 
bumper above the white line at lower right. Here an observer uses a 
specially prepared upright for measuring and indicates a “near miss.” 


the vehicle forward 200 feet and 
stop it with the front bumper di- 
rectly over a white line 4 inches 
wide. For each inch that the bumper 
is beyond the line two points are 
subtracted from the possible score; 
and for each inch short of the line 
one point is subtracted. An ex- 
aminer, who rides with the driver in 
five of the tests, also observes bad 
driving habits such as leaving the 
seat, “riding” the clutch, improper 
or bad shifting, racing of the motor 
and. similar weaknesses which will 
result in point demerits. 

The third test is the reverse of the 
second. The driver backs the ve- 
hicle 200 feet and must park with the 
rearmost part of the vehicle above 
the line. Demerits are awarded as 
in the second test. 

A twisting run is the fourth event 
in which drivers must maneuver the 
vehicles between stanchions spaced 
at distances equal to the length of 
the vehicle, plus the width, plus one 
foot. Apparatus turns left between 
the first two stanchions, right be- 
tween the next two, and so on. Un- 
necessary change of direction, hit- 
ting the stanchions and stopping re- 





Parking test requires driver to back vehicle between stanchions without 


backing into crossbar or stanchions. 


Both wheels must be within 18 


inches of “curbing” at right or penalties are awarded. 
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sult in demerits. Test five is the re- 
verse of test four. 

Sixth event is a straight line driv- 
ing test where the apparatus must 
be moved with the right front wheel 
on a 4-inch wide line. At 20-ft. in- 
tervals the line is marked with a 
cross. Five points are subtracted if 
tire leaves the line in any space. In 
the seventh event the driver backs 
along the line and receives similar 
penalties when the rear wheel de- 
parts from a true course. 

Next test requires the driver to 
move the vehicle ahead 200 feet and 
to stop it once with the right front 
tire resting in a circle 8 inches in 
diameter. If the tire does not land 
in the circle one point is subtracted 
from the possible score for every 
inch of distance between the edge of 
the circle and the nearest portion of 
the tire resting on the pavement. 

A diminishing clearance test is 
next. The contestant must drive 
the vehicle between two rows of 
stanchions spaced at 10-ft. inter- 
vals. The opening at the entrance is 
14 feet wide and at the exit the 
opening is only | ft. wider than the 
full width of the vehicle. Apparatus 
must travel through the rows at a 
speed between 20-25 miles per hour. 
Demerits are awarded if speed 
drops below 20 mph or if the stan- 
chions are touched by the vehicle. 

Final test is for parking. Four 
stanchions and two cross bars are 
used, with a white painted line rep- 
resenting a curbing. Length of the 
parking space is only 16 inches more 
than the length of the vehicle. The 
driver must back into this space and 
stop without “jockeying” or chang- 
ing direction. For each inch that 
either inside wheel is away from the 





One part of the straight line driving test requires the driver to back 
alone this 4-in. wide line without permitting the rear wheel to de- 
part from a true course, at risk of point penalty. 


curb more than 18 inches, one de- 
merit point is awarded, while other 
penalties are assessed for hitting the 
stanchions or the curbing line. 

For the purpose of evaluating 
abilities, the drivers of Oakland’s 
Fire Department are divided into 
four classifications: drivers of chiefs’ 
cars; engineers who drive pumpers, 
ladder truck and hose wagon driv- 
ers, and prospective drivers, or new 
men who may drive any of the ap- 
paratus. Last year 424 drivers par- 
ticipated in the 14-hour training 
and testing course, with 254 achiev- 
ing the passing mark of 85 percent. 





Diminishing clearance 
test requires drivers to 
move vehicle through 
rows of stanchions which 
Narrow to opening only 
1 ft. wider than appa- 


ratus width. 


The top 12 men, (3 from each 
classification) were allowed to par- 
ticipate in a final “Roadeo” to de- 
termine the best driver for the year. 
Winner of this competition is 
awarded a “sweepstakes trophy,” 
usually a cup or plaque. 

In 1953 the Oakland Moose Club 
offered $700 in war bonds for the 
twelve drivers who reached the 
finals. Four $100, $50, and $25 
dollar war bonds were given for 
first, second and third place winners 
respectively, while the sweepstakes 
trophy was also given to the top 
point scorer. 


(Left) Another type of stop- 
ping test where driver must have 
the rear of the vehicle above 
the test line. Measurement is 
taken for the rearmost portion 
of apparatus or equipment 


which may extend in back. 





Scott 
AIR-PAK 


Cool, fresh 
AIR 


in any smoke or 
gas concentration ! 


Why take chances in explosive 
atmospheres when you can be 
assured of perfect safety with 
the Scott AIR-PAK. Breathe 
cool, fresh AIR with confidence 
and comfort. 


It goes on and is ready for 
action in seconds. Just turn on 
the valve and you're ready to 
go. No complicated training or 
practice is necessary. 
Other exclusive AIR-PAK fea- 
tures include a large-dial easy 
to read gage for constant, de- 
pendable check of remaining 
air supply. Cool air absolutely 
prevents lens fogging. The AIR- 
PAK is the most economical 
all-purpose breathing protection 
available. Operates for as little 
as 50c per hour with no waste, 
For complete information 
write today! 


Safety Equipment Division 


Ta SCOTT 
AVIATION CORP. 


236 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, N.Y 


Canada: Safety Supply Co, Toronto, Ont 
Branches in all principal cities 
Export Southern Oxygen Co 
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MINIATURE HELMETS 


IN COLOR 


Made by a Fireman for Firemen 


SURPRISE Your FIREMAN 


with a miniature reproduction 
of his helmet this Christmas! 


Made in statuary plaster painted 
to order — others in solid bronze 
or aluminum. Also available 
on solid mahogany bookends. 
Approximate size 414” x 3” x 3”. 


Prices begin at $2.50 


NOTHING LIKE IT ON THE MARKET! 
Write today for illustrated folder to: 
Ladderman Frank H. McDonough 


THE NORRINGTON CO. 
REHOBOTH, MASS. 


THE AIR CONDITIONING 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


Circul-Air is the patented, electrically 
operated hose dryer which circulates 
prewarmed fresh air through coiled 
wet hose at the rate of 5 to 6 air changes 
per minute. It’s designed to lengthen 
hose life, improve the appearance and 
functional design of new fire houses, 
and to save floor space and hard work. 
No other drying method is so fast 
so economical — so casy to use. 








Circul-Alr Dryers have passed 
the Approvals Tests and are 
listed by the Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc., Chicago and 
the Canadian Standards Asso- 
clation. 


Write for Catalog TODAY 


CORPORATION 


Detroit 2, Michigan 


575 East Milwaukee 
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The Elizabeth Apartment Block after the fire on October 5. Many occupants escaped the smoke 
and flames by using the stairs connecting the porches. Heavy caliber fog streams were applied 
through 4th floor windows on this and the opposite side of the building. 


Syracuse Fire Fighters Make Rescues — Then a Good Stop 


YOOD ladder work and effective 
use of water fog were displayed 
by Syracuse, New York, fire fighters 
in the early morning hours of Octo- 
ber 5. Under the direction of Chief 
Francis R. Ferren, they responded 
to a fire alarm for the Elizabeth 
Apartment Block, made a number of 
spectacular rescues, then used two 
tockwood 500 gpm fog nozzles from 
aerial ladders to knock down fire in 
the heavily involved top floor. 

The building was an old 4-story 
brick joisted structure containing 42 
apartments, with about 150 resi- 
dents. Fire, apparently caused by 
careless smoking, started in one of 
the fourth floor apartments about 
2:30 a.m. Two police officers dis- 
covered smoke and flames while 
making a routine check of the neigh- 
borhood. One officer turned in a 


box alarm while the other began to 
arouse occupants. 

Responding fire fighters concen- 
trated on rescue operations and as- 





sisted most of the occupants to 
safety. Members of Ladder Com- 
pany No. 4 saved one couple from 
the fourth floor by using a pompier 
ladder from the top of a 32-ft. ex- 
tension ladder which reached a third 
floor window. Other fire fighters ad- 
vanced to the top floor with a life 
line, using fog nozzles and gas 
masks, and removed two. elderly 
victims who later were pronounced 
dead at the hospital. 

The fire required 3-alarm response 
since it spread through the undi- 
vided roof space and completely 
destroyed the roof of the building. 
The heavy caliber fog streams, ap- 
plied simultaneously from two oppo- 
site sides of the top floor, proved to 
be the controlling factor. 

Since fire fighters had to effect 
rescues there was no time to spread 
salvage covers. As a result a number 
of stores on the first floor received 
heavy water damage before the fire 
was extinguished. 


(Left) View of corridor 
on top floor of the apart- 
ment house where fire 
developed rapid spread 
undivided 
roof 
Two elderly persons were 


because of 
floor and spaces. 
fatally overcome in their 
rooms on this floor, de- 
spite aggressive rescue 
efforts by fire fighters. 
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Letters to 
FIREMEN 


Dear Sir: 

The article on the Fircrest Fire Depart- 
ment (page 20 of the August issue) was 
most interesting. However, we feel that 
our record for prevention of property dam- 
age by fire is comparable, considering the 
difference in population. 

We are a volunteer company of 40 
members, located in a Borough of 700 
population. Our Borough is approximately 
1 mile square, but we render mutual aid in 
a radius of 50 square miles. 

From December 7, 1945 until May 26, 
1953, we had no property damage by fire 
and were not required to lay a line of either 
2'%- or 1%-inch hose for any fire within 
the Borough, although we answered a total 
of 64 local fire alarms during that period. 
All these fires were extinguished by booster 
line, hand extinguishers, back pack pumps, 
or chimney fusees. 

Here’s a breakdown of the 64 fire alarms 
answered during this 7!4-year period: 

37 grass and brush fires; 17 chimney 
fires; 2 automobiles; 3 trash fires; 1 kero- 
sene stove overflowing and afire; 1 explo- 
sion of gasoline fumes; 1 short circuit; 2 
houses struck by lightning (no fire). 

On May 26, 1953, a barn filled with hay 
was struck by lightning and destroyed by 
fire, with a loss of approximately $500; at 
which fire we laid our first hose stream for 
a local fire since December 7, 1945. 

Since May 26, up to and including Oc- 
tober 1, 1954, we have answered 16 more 
local alarms without any property dam- 
age by fire resulting. 

Our chief is Michael M. Zurick. We 
were incorporated as a fire company in 
1910, and still have our hand-drawn hose 
cart and soda acid chemical engine, al- 
though our horse-drawn steamer was sold 
in 1938. We have a 1922 Childs 300 gpm 
rotary pumper on Reo chassis, with a 40- 
gal. soda acid tank, and a Darley Cham- 
pion 500 gpm 1945 pumper with 200-gal. 
booster tank. We use wet water with a rust 
inhibiting agent in the tank, and in our 
seven back pack pumps. 

We also have 1600 feet of 21-in. hose, 
200 feet of 11%4-in. hose with Navy type 
fog nozzles and applicators, mechanical 
foam liquid and nozzles, a deep well jet 
pump for drafting from wells and strip 
pits, universal adapters for mutual aid use; 
collapsible buckets for filling the booster 
tank, cannister type smoke masks, salvage 
covers, and fusees for chimney fires. 

We stress observance of Fire Prevention 
Week in all possible ways, and request that 
an alarm be turned in for all fires, however 
trifling. Fewest local alarms in any one 
year totaled 9. 

We feel that our townspeople are very 
fire conscious and are behind us 100 per- 
cent in our effort to make 1954 another fire 
damageless year. 


Very truly yours, 
R. M. Muuien, Chief Engineer 
Ramey Fire Company No. 1 
Ramey, Pennsylvania 


Dear Sir: 

I imagine your article “Fire Safety In 
Nursing Homes” from an address by Rep- 
resentative Howard 8S. Russell of the 
Massachusetts State Legislature, must 
have caused quite a great deal of comment. 
(September, 1954, FirEMEN — Ed.). How- 
ever, there is one comment the writer 
would like to make that someone else may 
have missed. 

We note at the bottom of page 14, after 
Representative Russell tells how good 
sprinklers are, the statement was made: 
“Nursing home operators, however, say 
that the amount the welfare boards are 
willing to pay just will not justify a capital 
expenditure of what one proprietor told us 
had been estimated by the installer to 
amount to $600 per patient.” 

That would certainly indicate that. at 
least one proprietor was putting a lower 
value on human life than $600. I know 
that you will readily admit that human 
life is something that should be placed be- 
yond any dollar value and that a nursing 
home proprietor should be told by law 
that his place or any other like place should 
be made fire safe. 

As a general thing, the writer has been 
against legislation to compel the installa- 
tion of automatic sprinklers but this cer- 
tainly does not extend to places where 
people are aged, senile, confined through 
law or choice or those too ill to walk out of 
an exit. We constantly think about all the 
wonderful exits in Effingham Hospital but 
that no one walked out of them. 

This question of the value of $600 for the 
life per patient is somewhat irksome when 
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MONITORADIO for a thoroughly 
coordinated 2-way communica- 
tion system. 

Now every member of every de- 
partment can have radio com- 
munication for as little as $49.95 


Write today for further information. 


{ : 


"Gas All Departments Can Now Listen to 


every day the sprinkler industry seems to 
be putting automatic sprinklers in stalls 
for racetracks to protect the lives of very 
valuable race horses. However, a value 
can be placed on a race horse. We note 
where Miss Eleanora Sears of Boston paid 
$50,000 for a two-year old and Mr. Arthur 
Godfrey paid $37,500 for a two-year old 
at an earlier sale. This is something tang- 
ible and probably there are a lot of people 
who might assume that the lives of these 
horses are more valuable than the fathers 
and mothers of a good many of us who may 
have passed any age of usefulness. 

Hoquiam, Washington, Home for the 
Aged, in which twenty died; Hillsboro, 
Missouri, in which twenty died and the 
Largo, Florida, Nursing Home, in which 
thirty-three died should be constantly 
brought to the attention of those having 
in their keeping such human life. If ever 
legislation was required for the protection 
of humanity, the nursing home is an out- 
standing example. It is my honest belief 
that if an owner or an operator of a nurs- 
ing home was confronted with the fact 
that one of their members felt that $600 
was a little too much to pay for this pro- 
tection of life, after some consideration he 
might agree that $600 was a pretty reason- 
able figure. 

We would appreciate any comments you 
may have in this instance and, with best 
wishes and kindest personal regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
T. Seppon Duke, President 


Star Sprinkler Corporation 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 





® Nation’s m 
monitor receivers. 4 

® Crystal controjled 
any VHF FM 
system. 

® Mobile or stationary receivers. 

® Prices to meet any budget. 

® Certified for civil defense use. 


tunable for 
munication 





MONITORADIO RADIO APPARATUS CORPORATION 
55 North Jersey St., Indianapolis, Ind. Phone: ATlantic 1624 


HALLIGAN MULTI-PURPOSE FORCIBLE ENTRY TOOL 


PERFORMANCE PROVEN BY 


THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 


Dec. 1953 6 Halligan Tools ordered on trial 
Jan. 1954 36 Halligan Tools purchased 
April 1954 75 Halligan Tools purchased 


Frank L. MacNamee, Comm., and George E. 
Hink, Dep. Comm. and Chief of Department, 
observing that this tool saved life, time and 
property speedily equipped all Philadelphia Fire steel 
Dept. apparatus with it. 


UNLIMITED LEVERAGE 
LIGHT WEIGHT (812 Ibs.) 
FULL BODY PROTECTION 


3 DRIVING HEADS 
Hook, Adz, Claw 


Ten tools in one 


Forged (1) piece 4140 


WRITE TO: M. A. HALLIGAN, 1505 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, NEW YORK 62, W. Y. 
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What’s 


Fire Pump Bulletin 

A free copy of catalog L-154 entitled 
“For Complete Fire Protection’? may be 
obtained by writing to Economy Pumps, 
Inc., Division of C. H. Wheeler Manu- 
facturing Company, 19th and Sedgley 
Ave., Philadelphia 32, Pennsylvania. The 
bulletin contains specifications for Wheeler- 
Economy centrifugal fire pumps, including 
booster and tank filling pumps. A guide 
for writing fire pump specifications is also 
included together with diagrams of typical 
fire pump installations. 


Portable Fire Fighter 





D. W. Onan & Sons, Incorporated, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, is manufacturing 
a portable multi-purpose unit for fire fight- 
ing. The unit, named 
has a 3500-watt AC electric generating 
plant, weighs about 700 pounds and may 
be mounted on a rail car, a jeep or other 
fire apparatus. 


“Versatile Power,” 


It has a 55-gallon storage 
tank, a 13-gallon pressure tank, an im- 
peller type jet pump powered by a 2 hp 
motor, a 2'9-gallon tank for carrying wet- 
ting agents, a 12-volt storage battery, and 
a spotlight. The generator supplies 
115/230 volts through four outlet recep- 
tacles for operating lighting and power 
equipment. The unit is 30 x 35 x 40 inches 
in size and is equipped with carrying 
handles, Further information and _ illus- 
trated literature may be obtained from the 
manufacturer at the above address. 
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New 





Foam Charges in Plastic Packages 


charges for 2'%-gallon  extin- 
guishers are now available in moisture 
proof plastic bags. The “A” and “B” 
chemicals are enclosed in individual heat- 
sealed polyethylene plastic bags with in- 
structions for use printed plainly on the 
front. According to the manufacturer, the 
bags afford protection from 
moisture and the chemical will not deterio- 
The filled plastic 
packages may be used for supplying any 
make of 2)4-gallon foam fire extinguisher. 
Full details may be obtained by writing to 
the National Foam System, Inc., West 
Chester, Pennsylvania. 


Foam 


absolute 


rate because of climate. 


Hose for Abrasive Conditions 


The Quaker Rubber Corporation, Di- 
vision of H. K. Porter Company, Ine., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is producing 
a special hose named “Petrochem” which 
is designed to resist severe oil, chemical, 
and abrasive conditions. According to the 
manufacturer materials such as alcohols, 
bleaching agents, dry cleaning solvents, 
hydrocarbons, ketones, oils and synthetic 
detergents have little or no effect on the 
new product. It is also said to resist weak 
acids at boiling temperatures and strong 
acids at room temperature. The hose is 
constructed of an oil resistant neoprene 
tube and covered with strong Dacron 
yarn. It is designed to withstand temper- 
atures as high as 375 degrees F and pres- 
sures of 500 pounds. It is available in 
114- and 2'-in. sizes. Write to the manu- 
facturer at the above address for further 
information. 


Liners for Winter Protection 


The E. D. Bullard Company, 275 Eighth 
Street, San Francisco, California, has 
added a new heavy duty winterliner to its 
products for cold weather head protection 
called the “‘Arctic.”” The liner is close- 
woven and wool-knit and designed for pro- 
tecting the head, neck and face with only 
the eves uncovered. The front portion can 
be slipped down over the mouth when not 
needed to protect the upper portion of the 
face. The company also manufactures six 
other types of winterliners, including wool, 
knitted caps and special liners for helmet 
hammock assemblies. 
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Alternator Charging System 

A newly designed alternator charging 
system has been announced by Leece- 
Neville Company, 5109 Hamilton Avenue, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio. It consists of an alter- 
nator, a rectifier and a special regulator 
and can be installed in a conventional sery- 
ice vehicle in place of a standard gen- 
erator. Two cables are attached to the 
service vehicle’s rectifier and may be con- 
nected to the discharge battery of a dis- 
abled vehicle. With the service car’s en- 
gine at fast idle, the alternator system pro- 
duces about 80 amps for charging. 


Dry Chemical Extinguisher 





This dry chemical fire extinguisher is 
manufactured by the American-LaFrance- 
Foamite Corporation, Elmira, New York. 
It is pressurized to 150 Ibs. with air or 
nitrogen and has a special transparent 
nozzle molded of corrosion-resistant plastic 
which fans out a flat discharge pattern. 
Metered valve passageways are designed 
to provide uniform discharge. A pressure 
valve gauge indicates when recharging is 
necessary. The nozzle fits over a metal 
holder when not in use. 


Temperature Recorder 

During studies of fog fire fighting at the 
Miami Fire College, temperature record- 
ings were made with an electronic device 
having 14 thermocouples. These were 
spotted throughout the test building to 
indicate temperature change when water 
was applied to a fire. The electronic unit 
is manufactured by Minneapolis-Honey- 
well Regulator Company, Industrial Di- 
vision, 2747 Fourth Avenue South, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. Inquiries should be 
sent to the manufacturer at that address. 


FOR SALE 


1939 Ford, Darley Combination 500- 
gallon pumper. Good 
throughout. Ideal for rural work. For 


condition 


further information write: 


Chief James W. Randall 


Forestville Vol. Fire Dept. 
Route No. 1, Box 201 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 














One Hand Operation! Easy-to-handle Rockwood WaterFOG nozzle is made of aluminum alloy, weighs only 
5 pounds, 5 ounces. Nozzle design reduces reaction to a minimum. 





Boy puts out raging fire 


The fuel oil test fire above was extin- 
guished in a matter of seconds by a 
12-year-old boy — thanks to remarkable 
Rockwood firefighting equipment. 


By using a lightweight, 10-foot appli- 
cator, he was able to approach the fire 
safely as low velocity Rockwood Water- 
FOG was discharged through the appli- 
cator, quenching flames, choking off 
oxygen and cooling the surrounding area 
thus preventing ‘‘flash back.” 


Rockwood WaterFOG is the result of 
discharging water through a specially 
engineered Rockwood nozzle that breaks 
water into tiny particles which burst into 
a blanketing mist of steam that smothers 
fire. The Nozzle shown in use here is a 


1%” Type SG 48. It can also discharge 
high velocity WaterFOG, and straight 
water stream. Available for 34”, 1”, 114” 
and 214” fire hose sizes. 


Plan to make this and other Rockwood 
firefighting aids part of your team. 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Engineers Water ... to Cut Fire Losses 





Rockwood Double Strength Foam Liquid, 3 parts 


mixed with 97 parts water, forms a quickly re-seal- 
ing, solid FOAM blanket or a highly heat absorbent 
FogFOAM pattern — depending on the Rockwood 
equipment used to Gecheree it. Available in 5- 
fallon cans or 50-gallon drums. 


Rockwood Wet, 1 part mixed with 99 parts water, 
increases penetration and extinguishing action of 
water. Excellent where fire is deep seated or where 
water is scarce. Helps reduce amount of time and 
manpower required. Available in 5-gallon cans or 
50-gallon drums. 


FIREMEN for November 1954 


SEND FOR THIS INFORMATIVE BOOKLET 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 
Portable Fire Protection Division 
291 Harlow Street 


Worcester 5, Mass. 


: Please send me your illustrated 
' booklet on Rockwood fire-fighting 
| products. 


Name 
Title... 
Company... 
Street 


Zone. 
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HIS Christmas, why not consider giving the NFPA Handbook of 
Fire Protection as a present? For a relative or friend in the fire serv- 
ice it will be an appreciated gift. It will be received with equal pleasure 
by a fire station or fire department whose members are developing an 
Al up-to-date library on fire control information. 


Many fire fighters would like to have their personal copy of this im- 

portant publication. It’s one of the best reference books available to the 

Suggestion fire service. It contains a thorough compilation of information pertain- 
ing to fire control, fire protection and fire prevention. It provides excel- 


lent study material for fire fighters taking promotional examinations. 


There are 1,656 pages in this 54%-x7%-in. volume, handsomely 
bound in a red fabrikoid cover. The newly revised 11th edition was pub- 
lished early this year and has received such wide demand that a second 
printing is necessary. 


v 
Chris mas Price of the Handbook is $10.50 per copy. If you send payment with 


your order, postage will be paid by NFPA. An order placed now will 


i 


assure delivery in ample time for gift wrapping. The fire fighter or fire 
department who receives the “Handbook” as a gift will be using it for 


} 
| 
| 
| practical reference for many years to come. 
) 


i 
' 


Sica this form for your Christmas order ~ 


FB-11-54 
National Fire Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts 


Gentlemen: Please send copies of the 11th Edition of the NFPA 
Handbook of Fire Protection to: 


Name 
Address 
City or Town... 


State. 


O Enclosed find check or money order O Please send bill 
0 Please send me (free) a revised 1954 list of NFPA publications 





